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ABOUT THE BOOK

On August 10th, 1965, while the Canadian church and state are well into executing 
cultural genocide, a priest and a policeman pry three aboriginal children from the care 
of their mother and father in the wilderness of British Columbia and place them in an 
abusive residential school. In less than a year, one sister disappears.

On August 15th, 1972, the military government of Argentina is fully committed to 
waging a brutal Dirty War against its adversaries and a daring mass prison escape on the 
Patagonian coast nets ten political prisoners freedom. Nineteen others are captured, 
taken to a military base and massacred. One last prisoner is nowhere to be found.

On December 18th, 2001, Leonard Frank, a wildfire specialist for the British Columbia 
government, is sent to Buenos Aires on a mission of international cooperation just as 
the Argentine national economy disintegrates and the government is on the edge of 
collapse. There are mass demonstrations, widespread looting, and gunshots in the 
night. Within twenty-four hours of arriving, Leonard drops out of sight.
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“ McGeegan’s prose is tight, and once it gets going, the plot is gripping.”  
Kirkus Reviews

“ Three bandana-masked demonstrators were now running down the street 
towards Leonard. Without thinking, he put up his camera to get a picture. The lens 
was zoomed in beyond the fleeing demonstrators and held the in-focus image of a 
helmeted policeman pointing a rifle directly at him. The very next second Leonard 
saw a puff of smoke from the barrel of the rifle, just as a rubber bullet slammed 
into his forehead.” Page 79, Nations Apart



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Stephen McGeegan, the newly minted author of “Nations Apart” has lived a life as 
varied and interesting as many of his characters.  Born in Los Angeles in 1952, Stephen 
went on the road at the age of 19, traveling across the United States and extensively 
throughout Europe. In a forty year career span, he has taught soldiers for the US Army 
in Germany, worked construction in California, and settled in the far north of British 
Columbia where his career path has led him to surveying, log building, self-publishing, 
bartending, gold mining and twenty-five years of forest fire management.  He and his 
Argentinean wife, Silvana, own and operate a lodge and spend their time between 
homes in southern Argentina, where the Andes meet Patagonia, and in northern 
British Columbia, where the Pacific watershed meets the Arctic.  They have four 
children between them and three grandchildren. 
Visit his website at: mcgeegan.wordpress.com
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“ When the driver felt a gun pressed to the side of his head, he finally applied 
the gas and the car jolted forward. Salvador was able to hold on for only a 
couple of kilometres before he lost his grip. He was thrown onto the gravel 
and tumbled into the ditch. The taxi didn’t even slow down.” 
Page 20, Nations Apart



Q & A WITH STEPHEN MCGEEGAN

Where did the idea for Nations Apart come from? 
In 1978, I worked in Northern British Columbia, in a remote First Nations community, building log cabins with a couple 
of the local residents.  One older man with a tiny body and boyish face, told story after story of his past 50 years in the 
North.  They were great tales and he told them with a literal twinkle in his eye and a kid’s grin.  There were stories about 
work camps, moose hunts, and sled dogs.  But, on one occasion, I brought up the subject of residential schools and his 
eyes immediately went black and his expression turned mean.  In the seventies, the crimes of the Canadian residential 
schools weren’t widely known by the public. After I pressed him, he finally talked and described the abuse of every kind 
that the priests performed on the children. Now, many of the abuses that occurred in residential schools have been 
exposed and the healing process (and monetary compensation) is taking place throughout Canada

What made you decide to take your story to Argentina?
My wife, Silvana, is from Argentina and we have family and a part of our life there. Over the years, as I have become 
familiar with the politics, history and culture of the country, I saw they had their own dark secrets and lost children. In 
fact, there are a lot of similarities between the Dirty Wars in Argentina and the war against Native culture in Canada. 
They were both products of abuses of power, which left legacies defined by broken families and court cases that don’t 
stop. We know more now, what happened over thirty years ago, than we did then. It’s in the news everyday, in Canada 
and in Argentina, the church and state are being taken to court and made to pay for their oppression. Things will never 
be fixed, but at least the facts will be known. 

What is the common thread connecting the characters?
All of the main characters lives have deeply been affected by abuse of power. Leonard, Christine, Marcela, Esteban and 
even Salvador, were constantly dealing with skeletons in their closets. They all searched for redemption and resolution on 
a daily basis. How they searched, how we all search, is what sets characters apart.

What is your motivation for writing? Do you have a message?
No, I don’t have a message. My stories are generally more historic in nature than preachy. I’ll leave the message statement 
to the victims who actually suffered due to the residential schools or the Dirty Wars.
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